Brief Description

Water is one of the vital components of life. The rapid pace of irrigation growth,
urbanization & industrialization has put enormous stress on water resources. Cumulative
impact of increase in use of this precious natural resource has led to water scarcity in many
regions of the country. Moreover, the climate change has resulted in change in hydrologic
cycle in the country. Hence, it is necessary that this scarce resource is protected by effective
and efficient management on sound scientific methodology for its sustainable development.

The Ground Water Augmentation Awards and National Water Award were launched
in the year 2007 with an objective to encourage all stakeholder including the Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs), Gram Panchayats, Urban Local Bodies, Water User
Associations, Institutions, Corporate Sector, Individuals etc. for adopting innovative practices
of ground water augmentation by rainwater harvesting and artificial recharge, promoting
water use efficiency, recycling & re-use of water and creating awareness through people's
participation in the targeted areas resulting into the sustainability of ground water resources
development, adequate capacity building amongst the stakeholders etc.

Considering the fact that surface water & Ground water are integral part of the water
cycle, it was felt necessary to institute unified National Water Awards with the objectives of
encouraging the stakeholders to adopt holistic approach towards water resources management
in the country. Thus, National Water Awards 2018 was organised in 2018-19 and winners
were selected and felicitated with awards/citations on 25" February, 2019 at New Delhi. In
the next year 2019-20, NWA 2019 was organised successfully and winners were felicitated
through a virtual platform with awards/citations on 11" and 12" November, 2020. The event
was inaugurated by Hon’ble Vice President of India.

With continued focus on creating mass awareness and motivating more number of
people for working towards water conservation/management, 3'® National Water Awards
2020 is now being launched by the Department of Water Resources, RD & GR on 10
December, 2020 to recognise the efforts of people/organisations working in this field
throughout the country across various categories to cover maximum area possible.
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Whereas the Central Government constituted the Central Ground Water Authority vide notification
Number S.O. 38(E), dated 14th January, 1997, followed by notification number S.O. 1124(E) dated 6th
November, 2000 and S.0O. 1121 (E) dated 13th May, 2010 of the Government of India in the Ministry of
Environment & Forests, for the purposes of regulation and control of ground water development and
management in the whole of India and to issue necessary regulatory directions.

And whereas the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal, New Delhi, in its Order dated 15.04.2015 in O.A. No.
204/2014 and connected matters, has directed that "any person operating tubewell or any means to extract
groundwater should obtain its permission and should operate the same subject to law in force, even if
such unit is existing unit or the unit is still to be established".

And whereas, in pursuance to above directions from Hon’ble NGT all existing/new ground water users
including Industrial/ Infrastructure/ Mining Projects were directed to submit their applications for No
Obijection Certificates (NOC) latest by 30.06.2020 vide Public Notice dated 01.04.2020.

And whereas revised CGWA guidelines for NOC for ground water withdrawal have been notified vide
Notification No. S.O. 3289(E), dated 24.09.2020, available on CGWA website (http://cgwa-
noc.gov.in/LandingPage/Guidlines/NewGuidelinesNotified250920.pdf#ZO0M=100).

Now, therefore, all the users including Residential apartments, Group Housing Societies, Government
water supply agencies in urban areas and Industrial, Infrastructure and Mining Projects and
Swimming Pools whether existing or new (except exempted category as per section 1 of notified
guidelines), drawing or proposing to draw ground water are required to obtain NOC as per the
guidelines and are hereby directed to submit their applications for NOC through online portal of
CGWA (http://cgwa-noc.gov.in) or respective State Authorities, as the case may be. The applications
received in CGWA shall be processed as per guidelines dated 24.09.2020 and subsequent public notices
issued in this regard.

Since, the last date provided for submission of applications is already over, the applicants shall be liable
to pay a late fee of Rs. 1 lakh, along with ground water abstraction/restoration charges w.e.f. 24.09.2020.
However, such applicants shall be exempted to pay Environmental Compensation till 31.03.2022. All
project proponents drawing ground water but fail to apply for NOC by 31.03.2022 are liable to face legal
action and pay Environmental Compensation for illegal withdrawal of ground water.

It is hereby also informed that all the ground water users whose applications for grant of NOC have been
rejected by CGWA on the ground of non-submission of mandatory documents shall be required to
resubmit their applications for grant of NOC by 31.03.2022 through online portal of CGWA
or respective State Authorities, as the case may be, failing which legal action as per proviso of the notified
vide Notification No.S.0O. 3289(E), dated 24.09.2020 shall be initiated.
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